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same time, the policy itself is deep rooted, has been followed before with
temporary effect, and the tamaska1 in Dacca is but a continuation of it.
If the Anglo-Indian administrators, who have really built up the Indian
Empire, and who depended for its continuance on the goodwill of the
people, were to rise from their graves today, they, in our opinion, would
be the first to encourage the boycott agitation, at the same time, conciliat-
ing public opinion, which has become so excited. What can be more natural
than for the people to wish to clothe themselves, to feed themselves, and
to supply their luxuries out of home-grown products and home manu-
factures ? We see such movements worked out more extensively in many
Colonies. It is a legitimate and healthy growth amongst the people, not
in the slightest degree inconsistent with a feeling of loyalty to the British
Crown. It is only a fulfilment of the prophecy uttered by Macaulay in
connection with India.

But, if the rulers of India will not see the reasonableness of the move-
ment, why should not the Indians ? It is true that, to a certain extent,
the introduction of British rule was possible by reason of internal dissensions
but it is the peculiar province, as also the privilege, of Great Britain to
bring together the two great communities in India, and to leave to them
an heritage for which she would receive not only the gratitude of the
millions in India, but the unstinted admiration of the whole world. It
behoves, then, both communities to seize the opportunity offered to them,
and to sink material2 jealousies and dissensions for their common good.
Better far, that two brothers should suffer at the hands of each other,
than that a third party should step into the breach and gain an advantage
over them. We would ask those who see these lines, no matter who they
be, to join with us in the prayer that the present agitation in Bengal,
which has in it the germs of the unification of the different communities,
may grow in strength, and that the people of Dacca or elsewhere, whether
Hindus or Mahomedans, may have the good sense to refrain from doing
anything that may mar the glorious possibilities that are opened up to the
people of India.
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1 Farcical show
2 This is obviously a misprint for "mutual".